
85International Comparison Healthcare—Cold and Backache

For the purpose of comparing medical behavior 
of the elderly, we asked 6-7 older person in the 
four countries, UK, US, France and Japan, about 
how to respond to the symptoms familiar to 
them, “cold and backache.” (Refer to P.118 for the 
questionnaire entries)

In addition to the list of survey findings, 
background healthcare situation, culture, etc. in 
each country were commentated.
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Life Stage Birth Economy Labour

International 

Comparison

1 Total Fertility Rate	
1 Economic Growth 
(2011)

1 Unemployment Rate 
(2012)

Japan 1.39 Japan - 0.7% Japan 4.5%

Korea 1.39 Korea 3.6% Korea 3.3%

China 1.56 China 9.3% China 4.0%

Thailand 1.53 Thailand 0.1% Thailand 0.7%

USA 2.08 USA 1.7% USA 8.2%

UK 1.87 UK 0.7% UK 8.3%

France 1.99 France 1.7% France 9.9%

Indicator, 

Japan 1

Nowadays

20 years ago

40 years ago

2 Total Fertility Rate

1.39(2010)

1.54(1990)

2.13(1970)	

2 Economic Growth

0.9%(1991-2010)

4.2%(1974-90)

9.1%(1956-73)

2 Temporary Workers(Men, 
age 25-34)

14.0%(2010)

3.2%(1990)	

       —

Indicator, 

Japan 2

3 Exp. Population 
(people)
  92mil.(2055)

102mil.(2045)

112mil.(2035)

128mil.(2010)

3 Tax Revenue
(1990>2010,billion dollar)

Corporate Tax:230>117.5

Income Tax:325>168.8

Consumption Tax:57.5>127.5

<1$=80 yen>

3 Marriage Rate (Men)

age 30-34 Full time:59.6%
Temporary:30.2%

age 25-29 Full time:34.7%
Temporary:14.8%

age 20-24 Full time:12.2%
Temporary:5.7%

reference

1: �UN World Population 

Prospects, 2010 

Revision(2010-2015)

    �Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Vital Statistics of 

Japan, 2012

2: �Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Vital Statistics of 

Japan, 2012

3: �National Institute of Population 

and Social Security Research, 

Population Projection for 

Japan, Jan. 2012

1. �The World Bank

2. �The World Bank

3: �Ministry of Finance, Trends in 

Tax Revenue by Main Tax 

Item(General Account), 2012

1: �International Monetary Fund, 

World Economic Outlook 

Database 2012

2: �Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

Communications, Labour Force 

Survey 

3: �Japan Institute for Labour 

Policy and Training, Realities 

and Challenges of Youth 

Employment Support, 2005
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Life Stage Living and Family After Retirement Life Expectancy

International 

Comparison

1 Income Gap(Gini 
coefficient)

1 Elderly 65+ 
(2010>2050)

1 Life Expectancy at 
Birth (both sexes)

Japan 0.33 Japan 23 > 36% Japan 83.7 years old

Korea 0.32 Korea 11 > 33% Korea 80.7

China — China 8 > 26% China 73.8

Thailand 0.54 Thailand 9 > 25% Thailand 74.4

USA 0.38 USA 13 > 21% USA 78.8

UK 0.34 UK 17 > 24% UK 80.4

France 0.29 France 17 > 25% France 81.7

Indicator, 

Japan 1

Nowadays

20 years ago

40 years ago

2 Average Family 
Size(people)

2.62(2009)

3.05(1990)

3.45(1970)

2 Elderly with Care 
Needs (65+)(people)

4.9mil.(2010)

2.5mil.(2000)

          —

2 Life Expectancy at 
Birth(years old)
(Men)       (Women)

79.4          85.9          (2011)

75.9          81.9          (1990)

67.7          74.7          (1970)

Indicator, 

Japan 2

3 The number of people 
on welfare(people)
1.95mil. (2011)

1.01mil. (1990)

1.34mil. (1970)

3 Exp. Population 65+ 
(people)
39mil.(2050)

36mil.(2025)

29mil.(2010) —

reference

1: �OECD Factbook 2011-2012 

UN Development Program, 

International Human 

Development Report 2011

2: �Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Comprehensive Survey 

of Living Conditions of the 

People on Health and Welfare

3: �National Institute of Population 

and Social Security Research, 

Social Security in Japan, 2012

1: �UN World Population 

Prospects, the 2010 Revision

2: �Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Progress Report on 

Long-term Care Insurance 

Program

3: �UN World Population 

Prospects, the 2010 Revision

1: �UN World Population 

Prospects, the 2010 Revision

2: �Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Abridged Life Table, 

2011



          Eleven years after the establishment, the Principles were revised in 2012.
It is worth noting that the new Principles revisit the current definition of 
people aged 65 and over only as “recipients of support.” The new Principles set 
out transformation of systems in order to adjust to the fact that we are now 
expect to live till 90 through such measures as employment support for older 
people who have willingness and ability to work.
          In this context, the new Principles spell out specific goals to sustain 
social security systems, including increasing the employment rate of people 
aged 60 to 64 from 57.3% in 2011 to 63% in 2020. 
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1.2
1.4
1.7
65.7

6.0
6.5
7.0

72.5

Labour and Welfare, Life Tables, 2011

Michie Fuwa
Born in 1912 (Gifu)

She married a steam locomotive driver, and had 8 children. After her husband died at 82, 
she lived alone until 99 years old.  

She rode a motorcycle until 86 years old. Now she runs up a hill in top gear by three-
wheeled motor-driven senior car, visiting her husband’s grave and enjoying growing sweet 
potatoes, onion and cabbage in the nearby field. 

She uses day service twice a week, yet complains “I hate to join a gathering of older 
people.” With her hair colored in light brown, she is still young in heart.
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