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Aging in the World

People are living longer, but large variations remain
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Life expectancy at birth : world and development regions, 1950-2050
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Total fertility rate: world and development regions, 1950-2050

Fertility decline in the less developed regions started later and has proceeded faster
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Population aged 60 or over : world and development regions, 1950-2050

The number of older persons has more than tripled since 1950; it will almost triple again by 2050
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Proportion of population aged 60 or over : world and development regions, 1950-2050

More developed regions have relatively high proportions of older persons
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Median age of the population : world and development regions, 1950-2050

During 2010-2050, the median age of the world population is projected to increase by about 10 year
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Old-age dependency ratio: major areas, 2010 and 2050

The old-age dependency ratio will almost double in Africa, Europe, Northern America and Oceania; it will almost triple in Asia
as well as in Latin America and the Caribbean
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Population aged 80 or over: world, 1950-2050

The number of persons aged 80 and over is increasing substantially
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Distribution of world centenarians by development region, 2010-2050

1,000 people
3500

3000
2500

2000 Less developed regions

1500 m More developed regions

1000

O
o .
2010 2025 2050  year

Percentage currently married among men and women aged 60 or over and
gender gap : major areas, around 2005

The proportions of older men with spouses are considerably higher than those of older women with spouses in all major areas
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Percentage of population aged 60 or over living alone, by sex:
world and development regions, around 2005

About one out of every seven older persons, over 100 million people, live alone
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Labor force participation at ages 65 or over: major areas, 1980 and 2010

The labor force participation rates of older persons are higher in the less developed regions
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Percentage of countries for which the statutory pensionable age is 65
years or higher by sex, 2009

%
70

61
60

50 39 m Males
40 Females
30

20 18

9
10
0 United Nations, World Population Aging, 2009

United Nations, World Population Prospects, 2010
ILO, LABORSTA, Jan. 2011

Developed countries Developing countries

Aging in the World 97




