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           Japanese corporate pension plans 
have evolved from retirement severance 
pay packages, but many companies still 
provide both corporate pensions and 
lump sum severance. The self-employed 
can voluntarily participate in the tax-

from 1/3 to 1/2 by 2009. However, secur-
ing tax revenues for this subsidy increase 
will be a major political agenda item in 
the next few years.

preferred “National Pension Fund Scheme” 
as the 3rd tier.
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Shimane 75,70 4,176

344

Labour and Welfare, 2011

21,13

32

Okoi-san  
Born in 1907 (Tokushima)

Her powerful performance of 60—year beloved Shamisen (a three-stringed musical 
instrument played with a plectrum called bachi)  and mellow voice echoes in the practice 
room. Okoi-san, Ms. Koyurugi Tada got interested in Shamisen when she accompanied her 
friend’s Shamisen lesson before school age. Then she started to take lessons spontaneously. 

After graduating from elementary school, she made a debut as a geisha named 
“Utamaru.” Her first recording was in 1931, which led to spreading enjoyment of awa-odori 
(traditional folk dance in Tokushima Prefecture) all over Japan.   She held the Centennial 
Memorial Concert, and released a CD.

She is full of curiosity about music, art, fashion, gourmet, etc.
She dedicates to practice every day, saying “I still have a lot I want to practice. There 

is no end in accomplishment.” 
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